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           *Also Licensed in California

RONALD G. SELF

Lawyer*

West Road/Wood Valley • P. O. Box 478


Pahala• Hawaii 96777

Telephone: (808) 937-1591

E-mail: selflaw@hotmail.com

August 10, 2007

The Honorable Harry Kim

Mayor, County of Hawaii

25 Aupuni Street

Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Dear Mayor Kim:


Ka’u Preservation will not participate in any matter where Hawaiian history, culture, and practices will be compromised or eliminated, and endangered species will be destroyed or threatened.  Such is the case of the proposed housing and commercial development by Sea Mountain Five at Punalu’u, Ka’u, Hawaii.


Ka’u Preservation does not accept your and the developer’s choice in a mediation firm which has already met with you and the developer ex-parte.  Ka’u Preservation is offended that you have chosen to waste $80,000. of public funds on this out of state mediation firm for one month.  Everyone in Ka’u would agree that the $80,000 would be better spent in improving the County bathrooms, septic system, and roofing at Punalu’u.  That much money would also be enough to provide repairs at public facilities in Pahala, Na’alehu, and Ocean View.  


Ka’u Preservation and the County of Hawaii have expended enormous amounts of time, energy, and money in holding public meetings after public meetings regarding the preservation of the coast of Ka’u and specifically, Punalu’u Black Sand Beach.  This process has been going on intensely for about four years, and the specific preservation of Punalu’u for more than twenty years.


Ka’u Preservation represents the substantial majority of people in the District of Ka’u and has shown major support from academia, State and Federal officers and elected officials in its well-thought out plans for a living classroom for the coast of Ka’u with Punalu’u serving as its hub.  This dream is a reality with yours and other political officer’s good faith support.  No one should have to remind you that you owe fiduciary duties to protect our sacred water, beaches, and land and constitutional duties regarding the preservation and protection of Hawaii history, culture, and practices.


In a news release by your mediation firm it was stated that they wanted to “listen” to the people of Ka’u.  If true, all they had to do is “listen” to all of the publically recorded testimony of all the witnesses over all these years.  
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It is unfortunate that you refused to attend the County of Hawaii public community meeting held a few months ago at Na’alehu Public School Gym.  It was your idea to have a community meeting and we complied with your request.  You said you wanted the Ka’u community to try to come together.  We did.  Everyone doesn’t agree, but that is normal and healthy and not of any great concern.  Let’s move on.  Support the preservation of the coast of Ka’u.  Support the preservation of Punalu’u.  Kapu Ka’u.


Your Truly,




Ron Self, Senior Attorney


Ka’u Preservation



